[image: image1.jpg]NOO0Sd

biosphere




MEDIA RELEASE
26 November 2011
BIOSPHERE INVITES EUMUNDI TO JOIN 

Noosa Biosphere reserve volunteers are looking to build stronger links with communities in Eumundi, Verrierdale and Doonan by seeking to change the biosphere reserve boundaries to accommodate these areas.

New Chair of Noosa Biosphere Ltd Ms Sue Davis said that biosphere status was awarded to the region due to the strong community participation towards biosphere objectives that include conservation, sustainable development and education.

“However those attributes don’t just stop at the border, and there has been interest from these communities in becoming part of the Noosa Biosphere since it’s early days” said Ms Davis.

“Biosphere volunteers have been actively partnering alongside many different organisations on projects outside the official boundaries and it made sense to see if we can jointly put in an application to have those boundaries changed to reflect the broader region.”

Community meetings to discuss potential boundary changes have been scheduled for both Eumundi CWA Hall on Monday 12th of December at 6.30pm and at Noosa Pengari Steiner School Hall in Doonan for Tuesday 13th of December at 6.30pm and all are welcome.

“In partnership with the community, we wish to explore the opportunity to broaden the boundaries of the existing man and the biosphere reserve and present a compelling case back to UNESCO,” said Ms Davis.

“However we can’t do this alone, we need support from the local community and we also need to know that they want this.”

“We believe that an extended Noosa biosphere reserve boundary will strengthen the opportunities within these regions and that they too can then capitalise on Man and the Biosphere reserve status as well as strengthen the partnerships across like-minded communities.”

For more information on the meetings go to www.noosabiosphere.org.au
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