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MEDIA RELEASE
6 October 2011
BIOSPHERE SEEKS TO EXTEND BOUNDARIES

The Noosa Biosphere has invited over twenty prominent organisations from the Eumundi, Doonan and Verrierdale regions to join them in a conversation regarding the potential expansion of the biosphere boundaries.

The Noosa Biosphere was designated Man and the Biosphere status by UNESCO four years ago and at the time of application the Noosa shire council was still in affect, therefore the current biosphere boundaries mirror those of the former Noosa shire council.  

Chair of Noosa Biosphere Ltd Mr Michael Donovan said that biosphere status was awarded to the region due to the strong community participation towards biosphere objectives that include conservation, sustainable development and education.

“However those attributes don’t just stop at the border,” said Mr Donovan.

“We have been actively partnering alongside many different organisations on projects outside the official boundaries and it made sense to see if we can jointly put in an application to have those boundaries changed to reflect the broader region.”

Jack Connolly, president of P.A.G.E was one of the first to respond.

“Whilst P.A.G.E. was successful in having Powerlink Qld terminate its proposal which threatened the wildlife corridors and forests in our valleys, we are now changing the emphasis and focus of our resources towards sustainability, biodiversity and the environment” said Mr Connolly.

“Many of the individual property owners are actively engaged in some sort of land improvement programme to further the objectives of Noosa Biosphere, Landcare and the two WaterWatch groups. 

“I would also like to add that our success in fighting Powerlink Qld was invaluably supported by Michael Donovan from the Noosa Biosphere.”

Peter Homan is the General Manager of the Original Eumundi Markets and he also believes strongly in the value and benefits of the Noosa biosphere reserve.

Peter has been an active Noosa Biosphere Board member since inception and hasn’t let the fact that the Markets aren’t currently within the official biosphere boundaries deter him.

“We here at the Original Eumundi Markets believe in collaboration and actively pursuing projects and opportunities that will benefit the wider community,” said Mr Homan.

“One way to do that is to roll up your sleeves and volunteer alongside everyone else to help make a difference, help create a more robust and sustainable region for everyone including both residents and tourists.”

Letters were sent to a variety of community groups, organisations and leading businesses in the Eumundi, Doonan and Verrierdale regions seeking interest in the idea.

If the proposal is welcomed then the process may take as long as 18 months as documentation is sourced and then submitted to UNESCO’s head office in Paris.

Further information: www.noosabiosphere.org.au 
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